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Permanent Painting

CHAPTER IV

PHOTO-CHEMICAL DETERIORATION
OF OIL PAINTINGS*

ALL oil paintings show unmistakable signs of
age. Students who visit the various art galleries
and copy old oil paintings invariably glaze them
with a lake color or asphaltum, so that the lighter
colors are toned do'wn and show a yellowish brown
tinge, which to all of us is an unmistakable sign of
age. The cause of this deterioration is nowhere in
the entire literature of oil paintings, as far as the
writer could learn. A number of writers have all
suggested a remedy, which suggests the causes, the
remedy given being the exposure of a painting to
bright sunlight. The change in color is always more
apparent in the high lights, and where light tints have
been used, and inasmuch as water colors, pastels,
and tempera painting do not show this particular
deterioration, it is quite evident that the cause does
not lie in the pigment itself, nor in the sub-stratum
upon which is painted, but in the medium which is
used to bind the pigment to its foundation. In search-

* Read before the 7th International  Congress  of Applied  Chemistry,
London, May 28, 1909.
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